
Pathway to Licensure - Commercial Driver's License 

Transitioning service members and military veterans discharged within the past 12 months 
of service and who are looking to obtain a Commercial Driver's License (CDL) may qualify 

for one of two waivers under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA). This 
pathway waives certain testing based on training and experience gained while in the 
service. For detailed information regarding Kentucky's application process, visit the 
Kentucky Department of Transportation's CDL Section - Division of Driver Licensing 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

0 Submit a signed and completed waiver application and required documents via email to kytc.cdlwaivers@ky.gov

Note: Waiver application forms have sections for both the applicant and their commanding officer. Both the applicant and 
commanding officer will need to sign and complete the waiver application form. 

Required Documents 

Waiver Application (one of the following): 

0 Skills Test Waiver (TC 94-167) - Available to TSMs 
who have the appropriate military commercial 
driving training and experience but not the MOS or 
occupational rating required for the Even Exchange 
Waiver. The TSM will still be required to take the 
written knowledge and vision test. 

0 Even Exchange Waiver (TC 94-169)-Available to 
TSMs who have the appropriate military commercial 
driving training and experience, and were enlisted as 
one of the approved MOS or occupational ratings . 

0 Self-Certification Form (TC 94-169) 
0 Medical Certificate (from an FMCSA certified medical 

examiner) 
For a nationally certified medical examiner, click here 
For medical requirements and FAQs, click here 

0 Copy of military CDL 
0 Copy of DD214 or proof of military status-active / 

discharged within the last 12 months 
0 Hot File (wants and warrants check) through the 

applicant's local circuit clerk - $3.00 fee 

•

• 

Upon receipt and review of the application packet, the CDL Section will contact the applicant's commanding
officer to verify his/her application .

If approved, the applicant will receive a confirmation letter which should be presented to the circuit clerk's office 
within the applicant's county of residence. The circuit clerk will issue the physical driver's license. 

FEE SCHEDULE 

CDL Application Fee - $24.00 
Written Knowledge Exam (if applicable) - Free 
Standard Credentials (non-CDL) - $43.00/8 years 

Standard original CDL add-on - between $18.75 to $45.00 (pro-rated) 
Real ID (non-CDL) - $48.00/8 years 

REAL ID original CDL add-on - between $23.75 to $50.00 (pro-rated) 

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/commercial-drivers-license/military-driver-programs#:~:text=The%20program%20allows%20drivers%20with,advantage%20of%20this%20waiver%20program
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=47974
https://drive.ky.gov/driver-licensing/Pages/Commercial-Drivers-License-Information.aspx
kytc.cdlwaivers@ky.gov
https://transportation.ky.gov/Organizational-Resources/Forms/TC%2094-167.pdf
https://transportation.ky.gov/Organizational-Resources/Forms/TC%2094-187.pdf
https://transportation.ky.gov/organizational-resources/forms/tc%2094-169.pdf
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/national-registry-certified-medical-examiners-search
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
https://drive.ky.gov/Pages/Circuit-clerks.aspx
https://drive.ky.gov/Pages/Circuit-clerks.aspx
https://drive.ky.gov/Docs/PricingforTypicalCDLs.pdf
https://drive.ky.gov/driver-licensing/Pages/Commercial-Drivers-License-Information.aspx#endorsements
kstc.com
kyvallo.com
drive.ky.gov
drive.ky.gov



